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JAPANESE HAND PLANER
(Cover Photo)

Apparent as it is that the tools working on
the wood of an organic matter with com-
plicated nature have many kinds, no other
tools in the world has been more diversified
than the Japanese old carpenter’s hand
tools, among which the chisel and the planer
were the most numerous in number.

It is said that the Japanese full-fledged car-
penters used to have more than forty
planers in hand, each different in the knife
width, knife inclinftion and the knife bed
material, so that they could work with the
best planer for the nature or quality of the
wood to be cut. Historically, the advent of
the Japanese planer, being said to be in the

mid-fifteenth century, brought about a great
technical innovation to the Japanese wood-
working method. That is, it enabled the
carpenters to finish the surfaces of boards or
pillars so clean and precisely as to let them
produce highly elaborate joints for Japanese
famous “non-nailed”’ construction work.
As prewar carpenters were wont to say, the
points in planer usage were how to sharpen
the knife, the degree of knife inclination,
fine leveling of the knife bed and correct
adjustment between the knife and the bed.
Remember that these are now all applicable
to our machinery “MARUNAKA SUPER
SURFACER ROYAL SERIES”.

WOODWORKING MACHINERY

Entire View of Head‘office
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